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Summer cotton
cultivation to be

y introduced this year
| Cotton yield rises by 25 per cent

Tapos Kanti Das

¢ INCREASED acreages of
cotton across the country
¢ raised cotton output by 25
* per cent yielding nearly one
. lakh bales during the just
concluded season, sources
* in the Cotton Development
Board Monday said.

To further increase the
production, the board this
year also introduced sum-
mer cotton cultivation while
the-usual season is winter,
they said.

A pilot project has been
taken to sow high yielding
and hybrid cotton seeds in
February for harvesting dur-
ing July in the cotton grow-
ing areas in hilly and plain
lands of the country.

The traditional cotton
growing season starts in
July. but the authorities un-
der its pilot project entitled
‘Strengthening of Cotton Re-
search Activities' will start
cultivation in February, ex-
perts said.

Some 3,000 hectares in
13 zones of CDB across the
country have been chosen to
cultivate the summer cotton
this year, they said.

In Bangladesh, cotton is
grown in 32 districts, mostly
in Jessore, Jhenaidah, Kush-
tia, Chuadanga, Meherpur,
Pabna, Tangai, Mymensingh,
Rajshahi, Natore and greater
Rangpur districts and in the
hilly districts of Bandarban,
Khagrachhari and Ranga-
mali

CDB officials said in India
and Pakistan they cultivate
cotlon in summer and hoped
that if summer cotton culti-
vation works out in Bangla-
desh, the country could sub-
stantially raise cotton output

to meet the demand of the
local market. In Bangladesh,
the demand for raw cotton is
increasing.

‘Crop competition is less
during the summer cotton
season than that in July-
August to January-February
and a vast tracts of land in
the southern parts of the
country which currently re-
main fallow from February
to July could be brought un-
der cotton cultivation,” CDB
executive director in-charge
Dr Md Farid Uddin told New

e.

Through the project, CDB
will conduct research to see
if they could bring the har-
vesting period before July so
that the production could
avoid the rains that could
harm the quality of cotton,
the CDB official said.

‘Besides, in the current
traditional season, we ex-
pect that we will be able
to achieve our target of
producing one lakh bales
of cotton as the weather
was favourable and all the
inputs were available,” Dr
Farid said.

Cotton farmers through-
out the country, however,
said they were not satisfied
with the prices which were
fixed by the Cotton Develop-
ment Board.

About 50 per cent of the
cotton has already been har-
vested in the current cotton
season, said CDB officials in
Dhaka.

They said that 35,640 hec-
tares of land were brought
under cotton cultivation and
they expected production
of one lakh bales (182 kg a
bale) of cotton this yvear com-
pared to 80,000 bales in FY
2010-11.

The country’s cotton pro-
duction was 70,000 bales in
2009-10 FY, 50,175 bales in
2008-09 FY, 42,380 bales in
2007-08 FY, 70,530 bales in
2006-07 FY and 77,000 bales
in 2005-06FY, according to
official statistics.

About 21,000 hectares
of plain land and 14,640
hectares of hilly areas were
used for cotton production
this season.

In late December 2011,
CDB had fixed the price of
hybrid cotton at Tk 63 per
kg and traditional seed cot-
ton at Tk 60 to Tk 65 a kg,
depending on the quality.

The price of hybrid cot-
ton was revised upward in
January and fixed at Tk 70
per kg.

‘The price fixed for the
high yielding varieties was
the same as the previous sea-
son though the cost of all the
inputs like fertilizer, diesel
and labour had increased,’
said Nuru Mia, a farmer of

‘Ghatail in Tangail who used

HYV seeds. He claimed that
he would not get any profit
from his production.

The CDB executive di-
rector told New Age that
it might not be possible to
revise the price of HYV cot-
ton as almost 50 per cent of
the cotton has already been
sold.

Though the production
of cotton is likely to rise to
six figures, it would meet
only 2.5 per cent of the total
demand of around 40 lakh
bales, Bangladesh Textiles
Mills Association secretary
Monsoor Ahmad said.

He, however, said that
the quality of cotton pro-
duced in the country was
satisfactory.
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